Instead of preventing protest, deportations on political grounds could -under certain circumstances -help to spread dissent. Accordingly, the spaces deportees were sent became fertile ground for new coalitions. Analysing such spaces furthers our understanding of how resistance may be contained, dispersed and re-constituted. The main part of this article focuses on deportations to the Pontine Islands of Ponza and Ventotene under Italian Fascism. Under such conditions, new political ideas were elaborated. The genesis of the Ventotene Manifesto will be considered as a starting point for a genealogy that opens up alternative trajectories of development for another European Union and, indeed, for today's understanding of democracy. If, today, Europe closes its borders, it destroys the idea behind such a vision of unification. Therefore, it is urgently necessary not only to recall the genesis of this manifesto, but also the authors' experience of being refugees.
Introduction
This article shows how political resistance was contained, dispersed and reconstituted in its dispersal. Political protests attempt to open up the field of the political. They can create a space for changes that would not be possible under the prevailing political system.1 Deportations on political grounds, by contrast, attempt to exclude both rebellious people and inopportune topics from the space of domestic debate. However, even though dissent and deportation may seem to be inherently opposed to each other, this article makes a case for conceptualising dissent and deportations as processes that are -at least at certain moments -inextricably interwoven in complex ways. The aim of this article is thus to propose a new line of research that the present article only begins to explore. Today, there is a growing literature on anti-deportation activism. However, this literature does not focus on political deportations per se, but rather on how the fight against contemporary deportations might have produced new forms of protest and movement building.2 At the same time, a substantial body of historical work exists on deportation events enacted in the wake of political protest, as happened after the fall of the Paris Commune. More than 4,200 members of the Paris Commune were sent to New Caledonia in the southwest Pacific Ocean. Their arrival coincided with transports of political prisoners from Algeria who had taken part in the 1870-1871 Kabyle uprising against French rule. During an uprising of the local population in 1878, almost all communards (except Louise Michel and some of her friends, who are discussed later) and deported Algerians were however on the side of the French administration. After their defeat, some of the rebels from the uprising of 1878 were in turn deported from New Caledonia to Chiapas. Reservations were created, which isolated the local population. Deportation did not stop political activism, although in this case, the political deportees from France and Algeria became willing collaborators in the eradication of the indigenous population. It is appropriate to adopt a History from below approach, but in writing a history of deportation and the spreading of dissent, it is not easy to carry out in terms of availability of sources.4 For this study, deportations on political grounds to the Pontine Islands of Ponza and Ventotene during Italian Fascism were chosen because the sources allows us to address the question of how resistance was re-constituted in its very dispersal in an emblematic manner. Micro-historical analysis thereby promises unprecedented insight into the relation between deportations and the spreading of dissent and how new alliances were established between the deportees from different territories, as well as with the local population. In order to tackle these questions, my archival research -which was predominantly at the Archivio Centrale dello Stato in Rome5 -focused on two types of sources: documents produced by the different authorities on the confino and the personal dossiers of the deportees.6
To contrast the documents produced by the state with the perspective of the local population, I interviewed people who had experienced the confino on Ponza (Adele Conte) or its aftermath (Silverio Lamonica, Vilma Lanfranconi Vitiello, Assunta Scarpati). Furthermore, I spoke with Enrica Canepa, whose mother Maria Vitiello had in 1931 married the deportee Giovanni Battista (Gianbattista) Canepa in Ponza. So far, no in-depth research has been carried out into the consequences and effects of such marriages. The case of Maria Vitiello and Gianbattista Canepa may illustrate the potential insights to be gained from such an approach. Whereas Maria's husband (like several other ex-confinati) published books and articles after the war about his experiences as a leading partisan,7 Maria left only a few, brief testimonies. None of the local island women who married detainees has, to my knowledge, published a detailed account of her experiences. At the Società Economica di Chiavari Nouvelle-Calédonie (1863 -1931 there is, however, the testimony of Maria explaining from her perspective how she became a partisan. More information on Maria's involvement in the Italian resistance was provided by her daughter. The political engagement of this family represents an impressive case study on how political resistance was reconstituted in its very dispersal. In addition to the sources mentioned, I relied, for this part of the article, on the growing literature on the confino8 as well as on Silverio Corvisieri's books on the history of Ponza.9
In the last part of this article, I will discuss how new political ideas were elaborated under the condition of the confino. In this context, the genesis of the Ventotene Manifesto is considered as a starting point for a genealogy that opens up potential trajectories of development for another European Union and, indeed, today's understanding of democracy. If, today, Europe closes its borders, it destroys the very idea behind such a vision of unification. Therefore, it is necessary not only to recall the genesis of this manifesto, but also the experience of flight of its author. By drawing on sources from the Swiss Federal Archives and the State Archives of the Canton of Ticino, I make visible the refugee background of these emblematic figures of European unification, thereby raising the question of what this might mean for our present situation.
Political Deportations and the Spreading of Dissent
Deportations after political protests and dissent have occurred in different places and periods. However, it is with the protest movements in the late eighteenth and nineteenth century that we can observe a truly transnational circulation of strategies of repression with respect to deportations. In this Today, the fascist confino have sometimes been referred to as 'holidays' by Italian right-wing politicians 21 For this reason, it must be emphasised that the aim of this article is not deny the repressive purpose of deportations on political grounds in preventing political protest, or to belittle its potentially devastating effects on individual lives and, indeed, entire communities. Nevertheless, deportations may also have unintended effects that go beyond mere repression. Consequently, it is important to emphasise that being interested in resistance practices and the forging of new alliances does not mean neglecting the violence inherent in the fascist deportation regime. As Ebner writes: 'Although the regime did not intend for detainees to die, the experience killed many of them and left many others gravely and chronically ill, often due to the negligence of politically vindictive officials' .22 Some forms of harassment were especially absurd. For example, the fascist soldiers sometimes cut out photos of important political personalities from newspapers and magazines and scattered them on the floor at the entrance to the confinatis' barracks. When a deportee accidentally stepped on one of these pictures, he was arrested for insulting the person in question.23 Likewise, the soldiers carried calendars in which all the holidays of different political parties were highlighted. Anyone suspected of celebrating such a holiday (e.g. anyone who happened to wear elegant clothes or to eat better meals than usual on a 'suspect' day) was similarly punished.24 Some female deportees, moreover, were imprisoned for months for entering the male barracks or for visiting the confinatis' library situated there.25 The local population was also the victim of fascist violence. An extreme example was reported from 1932, when twelve-year-old Salvatore Scotti was killed in Ponza by a fascist soldier apparently for refusing to bring the soldier grapes,26 or in 1935, when women married to deportees who protested against the mass arrest of confinati were beaten and most of them were expelled from the island.27
Even in such situations of violent coercion, however, it is still possible to identify some space for agency. For instance, even the most meticulous regime Particular attention ought to be paid to processes of exchange that took place between different groups of deportees, for example between Italian political opponents to the regime, fascists soldiers, as well as fascists fallen into disgrace, and the colonial and Slavic confinati. In fact, there were some cases in which confinati converted fascist soldiers. A deportee describes how some of these young men had taken on their job because they had not found any other 28 Gargiulo Moreover, the small islands involved in such historical situations experienced important processes of change, for example when it comes to electrification, private lessons given by some of the detainees, or the establishment of libraries and sports facilities like a boxing ring by some of the confinati.38 Whenever possible, the confinati organised education programmes and systematic and specialised lectures were given in, for example, history, economics, finance, statistics, and languages -and fighters from the international brigades in Spain gave lessons in military techniques which later proved important for the partisans.39
In this context, it is also important to investigate the interactions between such groups and the local population and their -possibly shared -resistance practices. Within only a few years, more than 25 marriages had taken place between local women and the confinati on Ponza.40 In 1937, the inspector general for public security came to see a great danger in such relationships, and he tried to explain the problem to the Chief of Police in Rome: Since this state of affairs creates an environment of friendship and protection around the confined and thereby affects the surveillance measures, above all in regard to clandestine correspondence, it appears necessary to proceed with the gradual removal of the listed married confinati and those who will be discovered in the future to keep loving relationships with local women.41
As we have seen, no in-depth research has been carried out into the consequences and effects of such marriages. The case of Maria Vitiello and Gianbattista Canepa exemplifies the insights to be gained from such research. In 1926, Gianbattista had been condemned to five years of confino on the island of Lipari.42 Because of an unsuccessful attempt to flee, he was transferred to Ponza in 1928. There, he met the 19-year-old Maria, whose father, a socialist, owned a pharmacy and had rented a room to some confinati (the kind of housing conditions the deportees were allocated depended on the sentence that had been passed and on the specific time and place of their confinement). Such spaces -like this pharmacy back-room -were useful for carrying out illegal activities and in this case it offered several possible escape routes in case of a sudden raid by soldiers.43
Maria and Gianbattista eventually became a couple.44 However, they were forced to interrupt their relationship when Gianbattista was sent to prison in Naples in the summer of 1930, where he served a two-year sentence for, among other things, his attempted flight from Lipari.45 When he was released from prison and returned to Ponza, the couple renewed their relationship and eventually married in 1931. Gianbattista reports that Maria's family did not attend the ceremony because the wedding took place in a civil registry office and not children were infected with typhus, a disease to which the little boy eventually succumbed.55 In 1943, after the armistice with the Allies proclaimed by Marshal Badoglio, Gianbattista followed Maria and Enrica to Italy and, together, they proceeded to Liguria. In the following years, each member of the family played an important role in the Italian resistance: Gianbattista, who had been decorated in World War I, led a group of partisans; Maria provided food, information and health care; and their young daughter Enrica transmitted secret messages. There is a first-hand-account by Maria, probably written at the end of 1970, describing from her perspective a spectacular flight in 1943 that allowed her to avoid arrest and deportation.56
Subsequently, Maria participated at the struggle of one of the most famous partisan formations -a group that, nearly two years later, successfully fought for the liberation of Genoa. There, Maria is said to be the first female partisan.57 In 1995, a poem was dedicated to her by Giorgio Gibelli, himself a former partisan. It ends with the words: 'and it's not over yet over [the resistance], it can't finish like that.'58
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The confino and its Aftermath
In its particulars, the story of Maria Vitiello is unique. However, Maria's sister Elena also married a famous ex-confinato, Vincenzo Baldazzi. Taking into account these facts, it does not appear to be a coincidence that Maria and Elena were the sisters of Mario Vitiello, the first left-wing mayor of Ponza (1975 Ponza ( -1980 Gargiulo, Ventotene, isola di confino 65. Finally, the confinato Mario MammuccariBrandani wrote an essay arguing that if the deportees performed the Nazi salute in spite of their true beliefs, this would in fact constitute a degradation of this fascist symbol. This text reached Mussolini, who then decided that the confinati did not have the right to perform the Roman salute. For the then confined Jaurès Busoni, this episode recalled that of a knight who had just fallen from his horse claiming that he had wanted to dismount anyway. Jaurès Busoni, Confinati a Lipari (Mailand 1980) 47.
One of the protagonists of this rebellion was the Eritrean Isahac Menghistu. 66 He had come to Italy as a student in 1928. 67 In an oral history interview conducted in 1991, he explained the reason for his deportation: he had openly expressed his solidarity with his compatriots when Italy invaded Ethiopia in 1935.68 Isahac's life at the confino was especially hard, as the fascist soldiers gave free rein to their feelings of racial superiority.69 He was finally brought to Ventotene in 1938, where he became a friend of Sandro Pertini.70 In the literature on Isahac's life, the influence of the Italian confinati on his political 'maturation' is highlighted.71 Quite tellingly, however, such secondary sources do not ask how the Italian confinati were, in their turn, influenced by their encounter with Isahac and his political views, for instance with regard to the question of colonialism and anti-colonial resistance. Here too, an interesting field of research is opening up.
The Development and Spread of New Political Ideas
Under the circumstances of the confino, new political ideas were developed. What has been noticed with regard to the refugees' significant influence on the development of science in the US during and after the Second World War, is plausible in other contexts as well. It has been shown that the pressures of forced migration could in fact encourage new ways of thinking. Because of the shortage of US jobs for refugee physicists, these scientists had to turn their skills into novel fields like biology, thereby inventing a new approach to biochemistry and genetics.72 Likewise, the impact of German-speaking scholars on the humanities and social sciences in the US produced a new synthesis between empiricism and theory.73 Similarly, in the constellation analysed here, there is a good case to be made that the influential Ventotene Manifesto (the first version was written in 1941), with its critique of nationalism and support for a European federation, is a product of the specific circumstances of the confino, where different oppositional groups from various nations met and where new alliances were forged, but also strict exclusions were pronounced, especially by the underground Communist Party,74 as was the case with Altiero Spinelli. He had been excluded from the Communist Party during his confino on Ponza because of his criticism of Stalin and of the Communist repression of the Anarcho-Trotskyist revolt in Barcelona.75 Moreover, Altiero Spinelli saw even the explicitly internationalist Communist Party as closely tied to the national state, among other reasons because of the envisaged nationalisation of the economy.76 As a consequence of his expulsion, Altiero Spinelli had to create a new political identity. Together with Ernesto Rossi, he wrote the Ventotene Manifesto, a text produced in close cooperation with Eugenio Colorni and Ursula Hirschmann.77 The individuals involved in editing this manifesto came from different intellectual and political orientations, but together they developed the conviction that the idea of absolute national sovereignty would inevitably produce new wars. Therefore, only a union based on the principle of federalism was to prevent armed conflicts: 'The question which must first be resolved, and if it is not then any other progress made up to that point is mere appearance, is that of the abolition of the division of Europe into national, sovereign states.'78 The aim of such a political order was to guarantee international peace and social justice. Of course, this vision was based on preexisting theories in political philosophy. What has been characterised as new is, however, that the manifesto did not want to be just a statement of principle, but an action plan.79 Why, however, the question of the refugees and migration in general is not explicitly addressed in the manifesto has, to the best of my knowledge, not yet been addressed in research -here again, there is a need to think further. The manifesto was smuggled to the continent by Ada Rossi, Ursula Hirschmann and Fiorella and Gigliola Spinelli and circulated among the Resistance,80 as well as in Switzerland. 81 The manifesto proposed a vision of European unification that aimed, inter alia, at an economic system that differed sharply from the current regime fashioned by the EU and its predecessor organisations. The genesis of this manifesto under the concrete conditions of the confino82 could be taken as a starting point for a genealogy that also opens up alternative trajectories of development for another European Union and, indeed, today's understanding of democracy.
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Being a Refugee and the Overcoming of Nationalism
But its authors had not only lived together in Ventotene, they also experienced what it means to be a refugee. Whereas Eugenio was killed in Rome by the fascists at the end of May 1944 (just a few days before the liberation of the Italian capital), Altiero and Ernesto fled to Switzerland in September 1943. There, they wanted to explore the possibilities of political action outside of Italy and to make contacts with federalists in other countries. In the literature, it is pointed out that they were inspired by the Swiss federalist system, which they were able to study in situ.83 However, the notion that they experienced concretely what it means to be a refugee there remains understudied. For this reason, in what follows, I will reconstruct their experiences of flight and being refugees. Altiero and Ernesto were both accompanied in exile by family members. Ernesto by his wife Ada (who followed him to Switzerland after a few days) and Altiero by his sister Fiorella. Together with Altiero and Fiorella there was also Ursula Hirschmann and her three young daughters. At that time, Ursula was still married to Eugenio Colorni, but the two had already separated from each other, and we will soon see why this will matter. 84 All of 'our' refugees crossed the Swiss border illegally.85 Ernesto, the first to enter Switzerland, took a wrong turn at night, which led to a very difficult descent for his group. All of 'our' refugees engaged local smugglers to get across the border. Altiero wrote that he had paid 5,000 Lire for this service. He travelled together with Fiorella, Ursula and her daughters.86 Ada Rossi mentioned as well that she had to pay a large amount of money and that half-way there, she even had to give to the smuggler a supplement.87 According to a report published in 1946 by Antonio Bolzani − the former commander of the military district at the southern border of Switzerland − at least 1,000 smugglers were active in Ticino. Most of the arrested smugglers were woodcutters.88 In order to avoid being arrested by Swiss border guards, many smugglers accompanied the refugees only to the border.
What were the smugglers paid for their service? As stated by Bolzani, the Comitato di liberazione nazionale paid between 100 and 200 lire for each soldier (the smugglers were able to obtain this money from the cln by showing the signature of the trafficked soldier to this organisation, which was the main representative of the Italian resistance movement). For racially persecuted individuals, on the other hand, higher tariffs were applied: 'Almost all Jewish refugees claimed to have paid for their guidance to the border amounts ranging from five thousand to fifty thousand lire.'89
Without a local guide, there was the danger of running into the Germans or dying in the mountains.90 There were, however, also people who offered their help without payment. Altiero later described himself not as a refugee, but as a missionary of the federalist movement in Switzerland.91 But in January 1944 he wrote to the leader of the Ticino socialists and member of the cantonal government, Guglielmo Canevascini, that if it had not been for his intervention, he would have probably been rejected beyond the borders, in the unpleasant situation of being in an area that he did not know and that was patrolled by the Germans.92
The member of this group who was most in danger was Ursula Hirschmann. Ursula and her daughters were in fact the only ones with a Jewish family background (her husband Eugenio also came from a Jewish family). As a student in Berlin, Ursula had already participated in the anti-Fascist opposition and her political engagement continued later in France and Italy. However, it was This scope for political action must not, however, obscure the fact that many restrictions were imposed on their daily lives. Documents from the Swiss Federal Archives and the State Archives of the Canton of Ticino show the regulatory requirements imposed on such individuals. They were not allowed to undertake any political activities or to accept any paid or unpaid work without approval. Ursula was probably particularly aware of such limitations. She was not always accommodated with her daughters and had to obtain a permit to visit her children.102 In addition, she was expecting her fourth childconceived with Altiero. As Ursula wrote to the authorities that she wanted to withdraw 624.10 Swiss Francs received from her brother (who was staying in the US) in order to be able to buy necessary items for the baby, only 250 Swiss Francs were released.103 In June, she asked again if she could withdraw 400 Swiss Francs from her account in order to cover the expenses related to the forthcoming birth and the childbed. This was not allowed:
According to article 8 of the federal council decree of 12 March 1943, the funds of a refugee are primarily liable for all public claims, for the costs of his livelihood as well as for his spouse, children, parents and siblings and are, moreover, to be put aside for further migration.104
At the end of June, Ursula gave birth to her fourth daughter Diana. Just one day earlier, Altiero had written to Ernesto that he planned to return to Italy in order to join the Italian resistance.105 Altiero went back in September,106 but on 21 December he returned to Switzerland with a false passport.107 He remained in Switzerland and in January 1945, Ursula and Altiero got married, despite facing great bureaucratic difficulties, as their birth certificates were not available, nor was there an official certificate of Eugenio's death. 108 In the middle of February, they left Switzerland and travelled by car to liberated France.109 There, they organised and participated in a federalist conference that took place in March. In the middle of May, they returned illegally to Switzerland and then left from there for Italy in order to look for a place to stay with their daughters. 110 In the meanwhile, the children had remained in Switzerland. Ursula's youngest daughter Diana was in a nursery in Geneva, Silvia (born in 1937), Renata (born in 1939) and Eva (born in 1941) were staying at a holiday and recreational home in Ascona. Their care, however, was inadequate. The older girls had become, according to Altiero, lean, hungry, dirty and sick and the baby was emotionally neglected.111 At the end of September 1945, Ursula was finally able to collect them.112 Later, she put her experience of life in the following words:
Days ago, at a political meeting, I understood why it was so much easier for me to be European. […] I'm not Italian although I have Italian children, I'm not German although Germany once was my homeland. And I'm not Jewish, though it was a pure coincidence that I was not arrested and then burned in one of the ovens of some extermination camp.113
Due to her knowledge and experience of what it meant to cross a border illegally and to live in exile, Ursula worked to overcome nationalism for as long as her health allowed.114
Closing Considerations
In following the traces of Maria Vitiello and Ursula Hirschmann, not only private, but also structural conditions are brought to the fore. It has been pointed out that deportations on political grounds did not always lead to the desired result, and instead of preventing protest, they helped spread it to other places. As in other circumstances of confinement,115 deportees remembered their stay as a veritable university course in opposition and as an academy of resistance. Accordingly, these spaces became fertile ground for new coalitions and contact zones where deportees of different geographical, political and class origins became acquainted with one another. Analysing how Maria Vitiello eventually became the first female partisan shows how political resistance was re-constituted in its very dispersal. In addition, under the concrete condition of forced migration, new political ideas were elaborated, let us remember the creation of the Ventotene Manifesto. If, today, Europe closes its borders, it destroys the very idea behind such a vision of unification. Therefore, it is necessary not only to recall the genesis of this manifesto, but also its authors' experience of flight and being refugees. 
